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if you limit, steel prices are going to go
up. We’re limiting the production of
energy.

Are we against wind and solar? Abso-
lutely not. Look at the chart here.
Here’s the renewables. They think
that’s going to be an instant answer. I
want all the wind we can get, all the
solar we can get, all the geothermal.
We’re promoting biofuels. On the
biofuels issue, we mandated 35.5 billion
gallons a year by 2030. We had 6.5 bil-
lion gallons last year.

Corn prices have tripled. Wheat
prices have tripled. Food prices are
getting so people now are struggling to
go to the grocery store after they’ve
been to the gas station. If we have a
bad crop failure down the road, not
only are food prices going to go crazy,
but ethanol prices. Folks, I think we
better be very careful about the
biofuels. I'm not opposing them, I
never have, but I would be surprised if
biofuels can increase the use of gaso-
line we need in growth. Energy prices,
folks, are dependent on supply. If we
double wind and solar tomorrow, we’re
at less than three-quarters of 1 percent
of our energy supply. I hope we can do
it.

Folks, we need to produce energy so
Americans can afford to live.

Mr. ARCURI. Mr. Speaker, one point
that I would like to make at this time
is that the gentleman talks about oil
and talks about energy, but the thing
that he fails to point out is that gas
and oil are limited, they are not going
to be there forever. We need to stop our
reliance upon fossil fuels, upon gas and
oil, and start to focus on renewable al-
ternative energy and become less de-
pendent on foreign oil, less reliant
upon fossil fuels.

I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Michigan, a member of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee, Mr.
STUPAK.

Mr. STUPAK. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

First of all, I would like to associate
myself with the comments of Mrs. MIL-
LER and Mr. EHLERS from the other
side as they talked about this very im-
portant Coast Guard bill. I am from the
Great Lakes State. In fact, I have more
shoreline than any other congressional
district in the continental TUnited
States. I have over 1,600 miles of shore-
line on the Great Lakes. It is critically
important that we pass this Coast
Guard bill.

But on this point, my colleagues on
the other side use a very important bill
like the Coast Guard bill to talk about
energy, that somehow Democrats are
not doing enough and somehow the
Speaker is responsible for high oil
prices. If you take a look, the Repub-
licans have been in charge, until last
year, for the last 12 years. What was
their policy? Their policy has been no
policy, do nothing, let the oil compa-
nies get away with it, record profits,
record pensions to their CEO. Remem-
ber the $400 million pension for
ExxonMobil?
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I guess I agree with Mr. PETERSON,
the last speaker, maybe we ought to
lock them up. We ought to lock them
up when you see oil prices, when Presi-
dent Bush comes in, at $27 a barrel,
we’re up to $119. And where is it going
to stop? Why do you see this rapid in-
crease? Well, an ill-advised war where
everybody said when you get involved
in a war in the Middle East, the longer
you’re there, the prices are going to go
up. When you have no policy, sure oil
prices are going to go up. When you
pass, as the Republican Party did, the
Enron loophole which allowed specu-
lators to come into the market and
drive up the price of oil, you’re going
to get these criminal record prices
we’re paying. So Mr. PETERSON is right,
we should lock them up. We should
lock them all up.

What have the Democrats done? Well,
we’ve passed price gouging legislation,
not once, but twice. And most of my
friends on this side of the aisle, like
Mr. SESSIONS and others who spoke
here today, voted against it. How about
the PUMP Act, Prevent the Unfair Ma-
nipulation of Prices. We have that leg-
islation, all sponsored mostly by
Democrats. I think we had two brave
Republicans who came forward to help
sponsor it.

So what do we have here? You talk
about refinery capacity. I'm chairman
of Oversight and Investigations. A 1995
memo from the American Petroleum
Institute to all the big oil companies
was to say, shut down the refineries.
You want record prices? Shut down the
refineries. We have those memos.
They’re part of the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD. And what did they do? Be-
tween 1995 and 2002 they shut down
over 30 refineries, including one just
outside my district in Alma, Michigan,
which used to refine 51,000 barrels a
day, that’s over 1 million gallons of
gas, because there’s 33 gallons of gas in
every barrel of oil, they shut it down to
increase the price so they could have
their record profits, so they can pay
their CEO a $400 million pension plan,
so they can have $40 billion in profits,
as we saw with ExxonMobil just last
year.

Democrats have been in charge now
for, what, 16 months? What have we
done?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
time of the gentleman from Michigan
has expired.

Mr. ARCURI. I yield the gentleman 1
additional minute.

Mr. STUPAK. We’ve passed energy
price gouging legislation. We have a
PUMP Act to take the speculators and
close the Enron loophole. We’ve passed
the renewable portfolio standard.

We are moving forward. And we ask
our friends on this side of the aisle to
join us, not use a good bill like the
Coast Guard bill to somehow say the
Speaker is responsible. It was the
President of the United States who
said he would jawbone the Saudis to
produce more oil to bring down our
prices. He jawboned them all right,
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they jawboned right through to our
pocketbook, with record prices at the
pump, record prices of oil coming into
this country.

Pass the PUMP Act. We can reduce
the price of oil by $30 a barrel, as testi-
fied on December 12, 2007 by experts be-
fore our committee, the Energy and
Commerce Committee. Stop the unfair
manipulation of prices. Lower the price
of oil. Give the American taxpayers re-
lief. And pass the Coast Guard bill to
clean up our environment.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, at this
time I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID
DAVIS).

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. I
would like to thank my friend from
Texas for recognizing me.

I would like to thank my colleague
down on the floor, who is just taking
the chart down now. His chart actually
makes a very good point, the price of
0il has doubled in the last year. I hope
they use that chart often.

The issue that’s facing the American
people right now is our dependence on
foreign oil and our gas prices. Energy
is the foundation and the lifeblood of
the American economy, creating the
conditions that help us support good-
paying jobs here in the United States
and allowing our industrial base to
compete with the rest of the world.

We all know that middle class fami-
lies, such as those that I represent in
northeast Tennessee, are feeling sig-
nificant pain at the pump. But the
American family isn’t the only place
where the strains of spiking fuel prices
can be felt. According to the recent
news reports, local schools, law en-
forcement agencies and other commu-
nity services are paying the price of
these record-high oil prices.

Unfortunately, Democrats in the
House have been consistent in offering
so-called energy legislation that weak-
ens our ability to compete with emerg-
ing titans such as China, India and
Russia. In the United States today,
we’re 63 percent dependent on foreign
sources of oil, and that percentage is
growing ever year. Gasoline prices have
increased more than $1 per gallon since
the majority took control of the House
last year, as the last chart indicated,
increasing from a nationwide average
of $2.33 per gallon on the first day of
the 110th Congress to now well over
$3.50 per gallon.

Not only has the majority party
failed to end our reliance on Middle
Eastern oil for essential energy, they
have actually helped grow our inde-
pendence to historic and dangerous
new levels all because of their refusal
to allow for responsible energy produc-
tion here at home. We need to use
American energy.

What we need is no more excuses. We
need an energy policy that allows for
the use of American energy now. We
need to drill for oil in ANWR and off
the Outer Continental Shelf. We need
to use our abundant coal supplies
through clean coal technology. We



